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Synopsis

This multicultural children’s book presents classic Korean fairy tales and other folk

storiesA¢a —a sproviding a delightful look into a rich literary culture.The Korean people possess a
folklore tradition as colorful and captivating as any in the world, but the stories themselves still are
not as well-known to Western readers as those from The Brothers Grimm, Mother Goose, or Hans
Christian Andersen.In her best-selling book for young readers, Frances Carpenter collects thirty-two
classic Korean children’s stories from the "Land of the Morning Calm": the woodcutter and the old
men of the mountain; the puppy who saved his village from a tiger; the singing girl who danced the
Japanese General into the deep river; Why the Dog and Cat are Not friends; and even a more
familiar tale of the clever rabbit who outsmarted the tortoise. The children of the Kim family sit at
their beloved Grandmother’s knee to listen to these and other traditional folk tales which are rooted

in thousands of years of Korean culture.
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Customer Reviews

--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

The children of the Kim family knew of many ways to spend the long, leisurely days in the Inner

Court, but best of all they liked to hear the stories of their wise old grandmother Halmoni. Korea, the



little country that for centuries was ’like a bone between two dogs, ' proudly cherishes a folklore as
colorful and intriguing as those of its neighbors China and Japan. And Halmoni knew all the
wonderful fairy tales and folk tales that were the cream of thousands of years of Korean Life. --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Awesome depiction of traditional Korean tales that lend wonderful insight into Korean culture. As a
former lit teacher who loves a great story, and as a mom who enjoyed reading stories with her
children, | found each story engaging, insightful, and highly relevant for anyone interested in various
aspects of Korean culture. Now that my family trains in tae kwon do--which originates in
Korea--reading these tales helps us have even greater awareness of some of the subtle nuances of
our interactions when we’re immersed in Korean community settings. The illustrations are eloquent,

quiet meditations on some of those nuances.

Thank you.

As is the case in so many gathered fairytales this one has a good half that have been told in many
many other countries. Some of the uniqueness of a Korean upbringing, way of looking at the world,
and feeling of a long ago time shines through and will be appreciated by old (me) and young who

love these tales.

| was looking for a book of old Korean folk tales, like the kind that my grandparents used to tell me
when | was a child. | thought it would be great to share some of those stories with my children but

this book did not really tell the same kind of charming and funny stories that were told to me.

| enjoyed reading this book because | am interested in Korean tales but don’t know Korean. It does
not have colorful illustrations like ’Korean Children’s Favorite Stories’ (from the same publisher), so
it is more suitable for older children as it only has some black and white pictures. | would
recommend it to parents who would like to share tales from Korea with their children but do not

know Korean.

Purchased as gifts to grand children.
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Awesome story!
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